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Geography Policy Statement

‘Life in all Fullness’
(John 10:10)



[image: A blue and white emblem with a cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



As a school, we want to provide our learners with the very best education. To let them experience life in all its fullness and living with all their heart. Our main core value of love underpins all that we do.  Our school is Christ-centred and our core Christian values of love, respect, courage, service and resilience flow through every aspect of school life. It is on this bedrock that we provide an excellent education for our whole school family. We want our entire school community to be the very best that they can be and to recognise that they are precious, loved and valued.





Our Vision: 
At William Cassidi C of E Primary School, Geography is taught within the context of our Christian vision of “Life in All Fullness” (John 10:10). We believe that developing an understanding of the world, its people and environments enable pupils to flourish intellectually, morally, spiritually and socially. Through Geography, pupils are encouraged to develop curiosity, compassion and responsibility, helping them understand their place within God's world and their role in caring for it.
Our curriculum is rooted in our core value of love, which shapes how pupils engage with different places, cultures and communities. Through geographical enquiry, pupils learn to show respect for diversity, courage in exploring global issues, resilience in problem-solving, and service through understanding how they can positively contribute to their local and global communities.

Curriculum Intent: 
Our geography curriculum is ambitious, inclusive and coherently sequenced. It is designed to ensure that all pupils, including disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND, know more, remember more and can do more over time.
The intent of our geography curriculum is to:
• Provide pupils with secure locational knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
• Develop pupils' understanding of key physical and human geographical processes
• Build secure foundational knowledge that is progressively developed from EYFS through to Year 6
• Enable pupils to develop both substantive knowledge (what geographers know) and disciplinary knowledge (how geographers investigate and understand the world)
• Develop pupils' geographical enquiry, fieldwork and map-reading skills
• Foster curiosity, awe and wonder about the world and its diverse environments and communities
• Promote understanding of sustainability, stewardship and environmental responsibility
• Reflect and promote the school's Christian vision and values
Our curriculum is carefully sequenced so that geographical knowledge, vocabulary and skills build progressively across year groups. Pupils develop increasingly sophisticated understanding of how physical and human processes interact and shape the world around them.
By the end of Year 6, pupils are equipped with the geographical knowledge, understanding and skills needed to successfully access the Key Stage 3 Geography curriculum and become informed global citizens.
Curriculum Implementation: 
EYFS:
Geography in EYFS is delivered primarily through the Understanding the World and Physical Development areas of learning. Teaching is practical, exploratory and play-based, enabling children to develop early geographical understanding through first-hand experiences.
Children are provided with opportunities to:
• Explore their immediate environment through outdoor learning and sensory experiences
• Observe seasonal changes and weather patterns
• Develop positional and directional language through play and adult-led activities
• Build/Draw simple maps and create routes using small-world resources
• Explore globes, atlases, photographs and stories about different places
• Learn about different cultures, communities and ways of life
• Compare similarities and differences between their own experiences and those of others
The EYFS curriculum provides the foundational knowledge that underpins future geographical learning and prepares pupils for the National Curriculum.

Key Stage 1:
In Key Stage 1, pupils develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their local area. Teaching ensures progression by enabling pupils to:
• Develop locational knowledge of continents, oceans and the countries of the United Kingdom
• Understand geographical similarities and differences between places
• Identify and describe key human and physical geographical features
• Recognise seasonal and weather patterns
• Use maps, atlases, globes and aerial photographs
• Develop simple fieldwork and observational skills
Pupils begin to use geographical vocabulary accurately and apply their understanding through practical investigations and local studies.



Key Stage 2:
In Key Stage 2, pupils extend their knowledge beyond the local area to include Europe, North and South America and a wider range of significant geographical features and processes.
Teaching focuses on:
• Developing secure locational and place knowledge
• Understanding how physical and human geography interact
• Making connections between different environments and regions
• Using increasingly sophisticated geographical vocabulary
• Interpreting a range of geographical sources
• Applying fieldwork and mapping skills
• Undertaking geographical enquiries and investigations
As pupils progress through Key Stage 2, they develop increasingly secure understanding of geographical concepts including climate, sustainability, trade, natural resources, settlement, environmental change and global interdependence.

Pedagogy and Teaching Approaches: 
Teaching and learning in Geography are underpinned by high expectations and inclusive practice. Lessons are carefully sequenced to build upon prior learning and support long-term retention of knowledge.
The school uses the Kapow Primary Geography Scheme to support curriculum delivery. Kapow provides a progressive curriculum that builds confidence and deepens pupils' understanding of the world through enquiry, investigation and critical thinking.




Teachers:
• Explicitly teach key geographical vocabulary and concepts
• Build upon prior learning through retrieval practice and revisiting previously taught knowledge
• Use maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and digital technologies regularly
• Provide opportunities for fieldwork and first-hand geographical experiences
• Develop pupils' geographical enquiry and investigation skills
• Encourage discussion, reasoning and critical thinking
• Adapt teaching to meet the needs of all learners
Whilst Kapow provides the core planning structure, the Geography Subject Leader works closely with teaching staff to ensure resources and lessons are adapted, enhanced or supplemented where appropriate to reflect the school's context, Christian vision and the needs of our pupils. This ensures staff retain ownership of the curriculum whilst maintaining progression and high-quality provision.
Our approach reflects our Christian values by encouraging stewardship of the environment, appreciation of diversity and respect for all people and places.

Inclusion, Equality and Diversity: 
Our geography curriculum reflects a commitment to equity, diversity and inclusion.
• Teaching is adapted to ensure all pupils can access and succeed within the curriculum
• Diverse cultures, communities and perspectives are represented throughout geographical studies
• Pupils develop understanding and appreciation of different ways of life around the world
• Resources and learning experiences are carefully selected to reflect the diversity of modern Britain and the wider world
• Appropriate support and challenge are provided for pupils with SEND and disadvantaged pupils
Geography helps pupils understand the richness and diversity of God's world and promotes respect for all people.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) Development: 
Geography makes a strong contribution to pupils' SMSC development by enabling them to:
• Experience awe and wonder when exploring the natural world
• Reflect on environmental responsibility and stewardship
• Consider moral issues linked to sustainability, inequality and climate change
• Develop respect for diverse cultures, beliefs and communities
• Understand global interdependence and shared responsibility
• Work collaboratively through discussion, fieldwork and enquiry
Through Geography, pupils develop a greater appreciation of the world around them and their responsibility to care for it.

Assessment and Impact: 
Assessment in Geography is used to ensure pupils are learning more and remembering more over time.
Teachers assess pupils' progress through:
• Ongoing formative assessment
• Questioning and discussion
• Retrieval and recall activities
• Practical fieldwork tasks
• Written and creative outcomes
• End-of-unit assessments where appropriate
Impact is evidenced through pupils:
• Secure geographical knowledge and understanding
• Increasing use of precise geographical vocabulary
• Ability to apply geographical skills confidently
• Capacity to make connections between places, processes and environments
• Curiosity and enthusiasm for learning about the wider world
• Readiness for the Key Stage 3 Geography curriculum

[bookmark: _GoBack]Leadership, Monitoring and Evaluation: 
The Geography Subject Leader ensures the curriculum is well-led and effective by:
• Monitoring planning, teaching and learning
• Reviewing pupils' work and outcomes
• Conducting pupil voice activities
• Monitoring curriculum progression and coverage
• Supporting staff development and subject knowledge
• Evaluating the effectiveness of resources and curriculum provision
• Ensuring compliance with National Curriculum requirements

Review and Accountability: 
This policy is reviewed regularly to ensure it remains compliant with national guidance, inspection frameworks and the school's Christian vision.
Reviewed: 7th July 2026
Next Review: July 2027 
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