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‘Life in all Fullness’
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As a school, we want to provide learners with the very best education. To let them experience life in all its fullness and living with all their heart. Our main core value of love underpins all that we do.  Our school is Christ-centred and our core Christian values of love, respect, courage, service and resilience flow through every aspect of school life. It is on this bedrock that we provide an excellent education for our whole school family. We want our entire school community to be the very best that they can be and to recognise that they are precious, loved and valued.






Introduction
William Cassidi Church of England Primary School is a voluntary aided community school. Worship is therefore an integral part of the school day as it provides the opportunity to come together as 
a community. Our time of collective worship provides a clear focus/theme for the week as we consider different aspects of Christianity. Our collective worships are distinctively Christian. They are attended by all pupils and staff. Visitors, students, and volunteers in school are very welcome to join us for daily collective worship. 

At William Cassidi Church of England Primary School we recognise that Collective Worship is an important opportunity to enhance Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development and for embedding the school’s vision, values and motto. Through collective worship our vision becomes ‘lived’ and ‘a way of being’. 

Aims
It is our aim at William Cassidi Church of England Primary School that worship should: 

• Enable children to appreciate their worth and value to God and to the community and to respect the integrity of each individual as a child of God.
• Help children discover their place in the world.
• Contribute to the spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of each child.
• Support the social and emotional development of the pupils.
• Provide an opportunity to bring before God in prayer, personal needs and the needs of others. 
• Establish, explore and reinforce the common Christian values of the school community such as: love, service, respect, resilience and courage.
• Celebrate and give thanks for the gifts, talents and achievements within the school, local and international community and occasions of significance, including festivals.
• Foster and enable a concern for the needs of others, a recognition of the vulnerability of self and of others.
• Provide members of the school community with the opportunity to experience stillness and quiet. 
• Foster a feeling of community and belonging in the school through a sharing of experiences and feelings.
• Provide members of the school community with the opportunity to respond to Christian language and symbolism.
• Foster feelings such as awe, wonder, thankfulness and joy.

Above all, school’s approach to Collective Worship will be sensitive to the needs and backgrounds of our community.



Legal Status of Collective Worship
The 1988 Education Reform Act requires that ‘all pupils in attendance at a maintained school shall on each day take part in an act of Collective Worship’. We seek to do our best to keep the spirit of this legislation; seeking to provide as many high quality acts of worship as is practically possible.

Collective worship takes the form of a whole school act of worship each and every day in the school hall. Collective worship occurs each morning Monday – Wednesday and on an afternoon each Thursday and Friday during the school day. The responsibility for arranging school worship in our school rests with the Headteacher. All acts of worship are in accordance with the guidance issued in circular 1/94 which states that worship should be of a ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’ and not distinctive of any particular Christian denomination. 

By broadly Christian in this school we mean that: 

• Worship contains some elements that accord special status to Jesus, His teachings and actions, e.g. The Sermon on the Mount.

• Sharing with children the Christian belief that all Christians are called to continue Jesus’ work of love and for their fellow human beings through the exploration of key Christian values such as love, courage, resilience, service, respect, trust, forgiveness, mercy, humility, integrity, diligence, value of an individual, justice, co-operation, honesty and truthfulness.

Acts of Collective Worship at William Cassidi Church of England Primary School take into account the child’s age, aptitude and family background. The school recognises that there is a difference between Acts of Collective Worship and the assembly of pupils. On some occasions assembly may proceed or follow 
an Act of Collective Worship. When this happens the transition from Assembly to Worship will be marked in some suitable way. E.g. The lighting of a candle, reflecting on an image, a moment of silence and reflection, etc…

Rights of Withdrawal
At William Cassidi Church of England Primary School we seek to be an inclusive community however we respect the right of parents to withdraw their children for Collective Worship. This school expects that withdrawal will only be made following parental discussion with the Headteacher followed by written confirmation of withdrawal. The school has a system of suitable supervision for students withdrawn from Acts of Collective Worship. However, no additional work is set or followed in this time. 

Collective Worship Organisation
Monday: Whole school collective worship in the hall from 10:30am. Led by the Head Teacher.  

Tuesday: Whole school collective worship in the hall from 10:30am. Led by the Head Teacher and/or Rev Ian Crofts and/or invited external speakers.  

Wednesday: Whole school collective worship in the hall from 10:30am led by a member of staff (weekly rotation)

Thursday: 
1. Whole school collective worship in the hall from 2:45pm. Led by the Head Teacher– hymn focus. 
2. For 7 weeks of the year this collective worship time is also used for family worships. Each class will deliver a worship to their parents and carers. This is led by the children and facilitated by class teachers. 

Friday: Whole school collective worship in the hall from 2:45pm. Led by the Headteacher with a celebration focus. 

Worship Council
Children take an active role in worships. They meet regularly with the Head Teacher and Mrs S Hall (student council leader) to discuss and action their ideas. 

Additional Worships / Services
Additional collective worships and services take place in St John’s Church, Stillington. The Headteacher and Rev Ian Crofts plan the additional services together and invite the local community. Harvest, Advent, Christingle, Easter and Leavers’ services take place throughout the academic year. 
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