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Mobile Phone Use Policy

‘Life in all Fullness’
(John 10:10)



[image: ]



As a school, we want to provide our learners with the very best education. To let them experience life in all its fullness and living with all their heart. Our main core value of love underpins all that we do.  Our school is Christ-centred and our core Christian values of love, respect, courage, service and resilience flow through every aspect of school life. It is on this bedrock that we provide an excellent education for our whole school family. We want our entire school community to be the very best that they can be and to recognise that they are precious, loved and valued.








Mobile Phone Use Policy
Purpose
This policy outlines the acceptable use of mobile phones and smart devices within the school. It aims to:
· Safeguard pupils’ wellbeing and safety
· Reduce distractions to learning
· Protect pupils and staff from misuse of technology
· Ensure compliance with safeguarding and data protection requirements
This policy should be read alongside the Safeguarding Policy, Behaviour Policy, and ICT Policy.
Scope
This policy applies to:
· All pupils
· Staff members
· Volunteers, visitors, and contractors
· Parents and carers while on school premises or during school activities
Pupils’ Mobile Phones
General Rule
Pupils are not to bring mobile phones to school. The only exception to this rule if for Year 6 children who walk to and from school independently. Exceptional circumstances may be allowed but must be agreed to be a senior leader.
If a Pupil Brings a Mobile Phone
· Mobile phones must be switched off and handed to the class teacher or school office on arrival.
· Phones will be stored securely during the school day.
· Phones may be collected by the pupil at the end of the school day.
· Returned phones must remain switched off until the children have left school premises, this includes the school bus.
Prohibited Use
Pupils must not:
· Use mobile phones during school hours
· Take photographs or videos on school premises
· Access social media or the internet on school devices
Any misuse will be dealt with in line with the Behaviour Policy.
Smart Watches and Similar Devices
· Smart watches with communication, camera, or internet access are not permitted.
· Any devices with the above features must be handed in to the school office or class teacher to be stored securely until the end of the day.
· Basic fitness trackers without communication features may be allowed at the school’s discretion.

Staff Use of Mobile Phones
· Staff mobile phones must only be used during non-contact time and away from pupils, except where required for two-factor authentication to access school systems.
· Mobile phones must not be used to take photos or videos of pupils. 
· Selected photographs may be taken only by a senior leader, or by authorised staff in the presence of a senior leader. All images must be transferred to a school-owned device and deleted immediately thereafter, with deletion witnessed by a senior leader.
· School devices must be used for any official communication or recording.
Visitors and Volunteers
· Visitors and volunteers must not use mobile phones around pupils.
· Phones must not be used to take any photographs or videos on site.
Safeguarding and Data Protection
· The school takes safeguarding seriously and any misuse of mobile technology will be investigated.
· Inappropriate images or content will be dealt with in line with safeguarding procedures and may be reported to external agencies where required.
Sanctions
· Confiscation of the device
· Parental contact
· Further sanctions in line with the Behaviour Policy
Liability
The school accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to mobile phones brought onto the premises.
Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to changes in guidance or legislation.
Approved by: ______________________
Date: ______________________
Next review date: ______________________
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