William Cassidi Church of England Primary School

Acceptable Internet Use Policy

‘Life in all Fullness’
(John 10:10)
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As a school, we want to provide our learners with the very best education. To let them experience life in all its fullness and living with all their heart. Our main core value of love underpins all that we do.  Our school is Christ-centred and our core Christian values of love, respect, courage, service and resilience flow through every aspect of school life. It is on this bedrock that we provide an excellent education for our whole school family. We want our entire school community to be the very best that they can be and to recognise that they are precious, loved and valued.








Policy Statement
William Cassidi C of E Aided Primary School recognises that the internet and digital technologies are an essential part of teaching, learning and communication. The school is committed to ensuring that pupils and staff use the internet safely, responsibly and respectfully.
This policy supports the school’s Safeguarding, Behaviour, E-Safety and Data Protection policies and reflects guidance from the Department for Education and Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE).
The policy applies to all staff, pupils, visitors and volunteers using the school’s ICT systems or accessing the internet through school equipment.

Purpose of Internet Access
Internet access is provided to support:
· Teaching and learning
· Communication and collaboration
· Access to educational resources
· School administration and management
All users are expected to use the internet responsibly and in line with this policy.

Safeguarding and Online Safety
Online safety is a key part of the school’s safeguarding responsibilities.
The school will ensure that:
· Internet access is filtered and monitored
· Pupils are supervised when using online resources
· Staff receive training in online safety
· Pupils receive age-appropriate online safety education
· Any online safety concerns are reported and acted upon
Pupils are encouraged to report any content or behaviour online that makes them feel uncomfortable or unsafe.

Teaching Online Safety
Online safety is taught through the computing curriculum, PSHE and safeguarding education.
Pupils will learn:
· How to use the internet safely and responsibly
· How to recognise online risks and harmful content
· The importance of protecting personal information
· How to behave respectfully in online communication
· How to report concerns to a trusted adult

Filtering and Monitoring
The school uses filtered internet services provided by One IT to help prevent access to inappropriate content.
The school will:
· Regularly review filtering and monitoring systems
· Report unsafe websites for blocking
· Monitor internet use where necessary to ensure safe use
Despite these measures, the school recognises that no filtering system is completely secure, therefore supervision and education remain essential.

Acceptable Use of ICT
All users must:
· Use school ICT systems for educational or professional purposes
· Show respect and responsibility when using digital technology
· Protect personal information and passwords
· Follow staff instructions when using the internet
· Report any concerns about online safety
Users must not:
· Access inappropriate websites or material
· Share personal information online
· Use another person’s account or password
· Attempt to bypass security or filtering systems
· Download software or files without permission

Use of Email and Messaging
Email and messaging may be used for educational purposes where appropriate. These will be via accounts set up and managed in school by OneIT.
The school may monitor communication where necessary to ensure safe and appropriate use.

School Website, Social and Online Content
The school website and social media (Facebook and X) are used to celebrate pupil achievements and provide information about the school.
To ensure safety:
· Personal contact details will not be published
· Photographs of pupils will only be used with parental consent
· All published content will follow data protection requirements
Use of Seesaw (Online Learning Platform)
William Cassidi C of E Aided Primary School uses Seesaw as a secure online platform to support teaching, learning and communication between school and families.
The platform allows pupils to share work, receive feedback from teachers and communicate learning with parents or carers in a controlled environment.
Safeguarding and Supervision
To ensure pupils remain safe online:
· All pupil activity on Seesaw is monitored and managed by school staff.
· Teachers approve posts, comments and messages before they are shared where appropriate.
· Communication on Seesaw is limited to educational purposes only.
· Pupils are taught how to use the platform safely and responsibly.
Appropriate Use
Pupils using Seesaw must:
· Use the platform only for school-related learning activities.
· Communicate politely and respectfully.
· Not share personal information such as addresses, phone numbers or passwords.
· Inform a teacher or trusted adult if they see anything that makes them uncomfortable.
Staff Responsibilities
Staff using Seesaw will:
· Ensure communication remains professional and related to learning.
· Monitor pupil activity and remove inappropriate content if necessary.
· Follow the school’s Safeguarding, Online Safety and Data Protection policies.
Parental Access
Parents and carers may access their child’s learning through Seesaw. Parents are expected to:
· Use the platform only to support their child’s learning.
· Communicate respectfully with staff.
· Not share content from the platform on social media without permission.
Data Protection and Security
The school follows the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR to ensure that personal information is kept secure.
Staff must ensure that:
· Personal data is handled securely
· Sensitive information is not shared without permission
· School systems are protected from unauthorised access

Responding to Concerns
Any concerns about internet use or online safety will be taken seriously.
Incidents will be investigated by the Head Teacher and ICT/E-Safety Co-ordinator and may involve:
· Informing parents or carers
· Restricting access to ICT systems
· Following the school’s behaviour procedures
· Reporting serious incidents to safeguarding authorities or the police

Working with Parents
The school recognises the importance of working with parents to promote safe internet use.
Parents will be:
· Informed about the school’s online safety approach
· Encouraged to support safe internet use at home

Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains effective and reflects current safeguarding guidance.

The review of this policy will take place annually.
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